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The mission of the Rockwood Area School District is to empower students to reach their 

full potential as well-rounded, lifelong learners and responsible members of society.  

(Superintendent cont. page 2) 

Community Members of the Rockwood Area School District, 
 

I am hopeful this edition of the Rockwood School News arrives with the signs of spring 
beginning to show, after an unusually mild winter is coming to an end. We are 
approaching one of the busiest times of year in the District. The school community is 
looking forward to the many activities occurring in the coming months. Spring is a time 
of class field trips, spring athletics, academic awards assemblies, spring music concerts, 
the Junior-Senior Prom, and of course the graduation ceremony for the class of 2023.   
 

Academics-Blue Ribbon Award 
During the next few months, students will be completing annual standardized 
achievement exams. Students in grades three through eight will be taking PSSA exams.  
High school students enrolled in Algebra I, Biology, and Literature will be tested for 
proficiency on end of course Keystone Exams. Rockwood’s students continue to 
perform above the State averages in the majority of academic areas and grade levels.  

Continuous high academic achievement qualified Rockwood Elementary School to be recognized as a Blue Ribbon 
School earlier this school year. We are extremely proud and honored of this achievement and congratulate the 
elementary students, faculty and staff.   
 

In September 2022, the United States Department of Education announced 297 schools nationwide had qualified as 
National Blue Ribbon Schools. The recognition is based on a school’s overall academic performance or progress in 
closing achievement gaps among student subgroups. Rockwood Elementary School was one of only ten schools in 
Pennsylvania to be honored as an Exemplary High Performing School in 2022. Exemplary High-Performing Schools are 
among their state's highest performing schools as measured by state assessments or nationally normed tests. 
 

This recognition and honor is a tribute to the entire elementary school community. It would not be possible if it were 
not for the hard work of our students, dedicated teachers and paraprofessionals, committed support staff members, the 
leadership of the elementary administration, and the support of our parents and community. It was an honor to 
accompany our principal, Mr. Jonathan Hale, and sixth grade teacher and curriculum coordinator, Elyse Cordaro, to 
Washington D.C. in November, where they received the award on behalf of the entire Rockwood Elementary School 
community. On behalf of the Rockwood Area School District Board and administration, I want to again congratulate the 
Rockwood Elementary School for this amazing honor. Thank you all for your hard work and dedication. Job well done! 
 

School Safety-School Police Officer 
On January 23, 2023, the District added one additional layer of safety and security for the students and staff. Somerset 
County Judge Rullo approved the District's petition to appoint Officer Jeffrey Doman as our new School Police Officer. 
Officer Doman's role will include, but is not limited to the following responsibilities:  
 To enforce good order in school buildings, on school buses, and on school grounds in the Rockwood Area School 

District.  
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(Superintendent cont. page 3) 

 To issue summary citations and to detain individuals who are in school buildings, on school buses, or on school 
grounds in the Rockwood Area School District until local law enforcement is notified.  

 To exercise the same powers as exercised under the authority of law or ordinance by the police of the municipality 
(primarily- Pennsylvania State Police) in which the school property is located.  

 To carry a firearm in connection with the fulfillment of his duties as a school police officer in the Rockwood Area 
School District.  

Most importantly, the Board and Administration see Officer Doman serving in a mentor capacity to our students. 
Please take a moment to read more about Officer Doman’s background and career experience later in this newsletter.   
 

Safe Schools Grant-Mental Health 
Last summer, the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD) announced the availability of School 
Safety and Security Program funding to support School Mental Health & Safety and Security Grants for the 2022-2023 
school year to address mental health initiatives and physical security enhancements. Through the program, the District 
became eligible to apply for over $110,000.00 for mental health programming and $110,000.00 for improvements in 
physical security. The District is waiting for final approval of the grant application. The mental health initiatives the 
District applied for included funding for: a school climate survey, a mental/behavioral health assessment, after-school 
and summer programs for at-risk students, and online/educational programs to provide supplemental mental health 
services for at-risk students. The physical security improvements included in the budget consists of funding for the 
school police officer position. In addition, funds were included to purchase security related technology.   
 

Other Grants and Community Support 
The District would like to recognize and thank the Pennsylvania Association of Rural and Small Schools (PARSS) for 
sponsoring two educational opportunities benefitting Rockwood students. First, the District’s Engineering and 
Technology teacher, Mr. Joe Kush, applied for and was awarded a $2,200.00 micro-grant to offer a Summer Welding 
program for students in grades 7-9. This unique opportunity will expose interested students to possible career paths in 
welding, design, and fabrication. The program will also introduce students to countless job opportunities, from machine 
operators and CNC experts to mechanical engineers.  
 

The second opportunity sponsored by PARSS is the Mobile Oilfield Learning Unit (MOLU). It is a 1 million dollar 
engaging traveling exhibit featuring six self-contained stations with curriculum-based, hands-on activities about energy 
and the technologies and sciences involved with the oil and gas industry. We are grateful for both opportunities, and the 
continued support from the PARSS organization.   
 

Next, Rockwood received PA Educational Improvement Tax Credits of $11,875.00 from a local business in 2021, 
through the Community Foundation for the Alleghenies. The funds are earmarked for pre-approved educational 
programs. Students enrolled in “dual-enrollment” college classes through Allegany College of Maryland completed at 
Rockwood received tuition reimbursements, thanks to the generous funding by Wheeler Brothers Inc. of Somerset.   
 

Finally, the District received PA Educational Improvement Tax Credits from two businesses through the Community 
Foundation for the Alleghenies to support educational initiatives. Wheeler Brothers, Inc. of Somerset donated $7,500.00 
through the program. The funds are being used to offset tuition costs for students enrolled in “dual-enrollment” college 
classes offered at Rockwood. The second donation was from the BDH/Konhaus Agency for $500.00. This donation 
funded a program called “Engineering is Elementary”. The program offered students in grades 4-6 hands-on 
engineering/design and problem solving experiences, as well as introducing them to possible careers in engineering.   
The District is grateful for the support of community organizations, businesses, and individuals. 
 

District Finances 
The District remains in good overall financial health. Please take a few minutes to review the financial charts and graphs 
included in this newsletter. The figures represent the District’s audited revenue, expenditures, and fund balance. The 
District ended the 2021-2022 fiscal year with a larger than normal surplus due to the unexpected revenue from the sale 
of 7 Springs Mountain Resort. As a result, the District ended the year with a fund balance in excess of six million dollars.  
The increased fund balance allowed the District to complete a nearly one-million-dollar roof replacement project last 
summer. With ongoing maintenance needs, infrastructure demands, and inflationary pressures, the District does not 
expect continued surpluses of this higher amount in future budget years. The School Board will be meeting in the next 
few months to develop an operating budget for the 2023-2024 school year.   
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Year Revenue Expenditure Fund Balance 

12-13 $11,087,956.00 $10,692,823.00 $3,962,536.00 

13-14 $10,927,893.00 $10,978,079.00 $3,912,350.00 

14-15 $11,092,170.00 $10,774,720.00 $4,229,800.00 

15-16 $11,194,089.00 $11,370,769.00 $4,053,120.00 

16-17 $11,343,107.00 $11,461,423.00 $3,934,804.00 

17-18 $11,234,083.00 $10,551,305.00 $4,617,582.00 

18-19 $11,418,576.00 $11,054,549.00 $4,981,609.00 

19-20 $11,466,281.00 $11,641,501.00 $4,806,389.00 

20-21 $12,211,284.00 $12,166,728.00 $4,905,593.00 

21-22 $12,882,695.00 $11,849,430.00 $6,050,563.00 
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Revenue/Expenditure/Fund Balance History

Revenue Expenditure Fund Balance

The Board will be prioritizing and deciding which “one-time expenditures” will be included in next year’s budget.  
 

The District is currently going through the bidding process to renovate a majority of the restrooms and high school 
locker rooms. These renovations will be completed using Federal funds made available through the pandemic recovery, 
as well as some District funds.   
 

Please contact me at 814-926-4688 with questions or concerns regarding the District. 
 

Sincerely,  
Mark R. Bower - Superintendent 
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From the H.S. Principal’s Office 

Dear Families and Community Members,  
 
We hope this newsletter finds you well as we transition into the spring season.  It has been an exciting year for our 
students and staff. We want to take a moment to update you on some of the events and initiatives happening at 
the school.   
 
The district’s spring sports teams, which include: track, baseball, and softball, are gearing up for their seasons. 
Students in grades 7-12 are offered the opportunity to participate on these teams. This is the last year the district 
will be participating in the Western PA All Sports Conference (WestPAC).  Beginning with the 2023-2024 school 
year, all district sports teams will be participating in the Inter-County Conference (ICC). As spectators, you can 
expect to see some new opponents, as well as opportunities for new conference titles.   
 
Students in the National Honor Society (NHS) have been actively involved with the community. On February 16th 
and 17th, several NHS members assisted with the Pennsylvania Special Olympics Winter Games held at Seven 
Springs.  This event was not only special for the athletes but for our student volunteers. The National Honor 
Society will hold its annual induction ceremony on April 26th to induct several new members into the organization.   
 
Academically, we are excited to announce that we had 167 high honor roll (3.5 GPA or higher) students and 76 
honor roll (3.0 - 3.4 GPA) students!  Congratulations to those high honor and honor roll students - keep up the 
excellent work!  Students should continue to work hard academically with their coursework, in preparation for the 
Keystone Exams in May. Students will participate in the Keystone Exams for Literature, Biology, and Algebra if 
they are enrolled in a Keystone-related course or have not scored advanced or proficient on the Keystone Exam.  
Students in 7th and 8th grade will participate in the PSSA’s for Math, ELA, and Science (8th grade only).   
 
New this spring, the district will host the Somerset County Library to provide an after-school drone program to 
students in grades 6-8.  The Somerset County Library, in partnership with Tableland Services, will provide the 
workshop series. This is a fantastic opportunity for our students to design, create, and fly drones. Detailed 
information and registration was provided directly to the students.   
 
The district will be hosting a special parent training related to social media trends. The presenter, Ryan 
Klingensmith, will provide parent training designed especially for parents with the goal of educating them about 
creating a responsible image on social media and the internet. He will share current social networking sources that 
parents should be aware of and trends among adolescents and teens.  The most up-to-date information related to 
digital climate and knowing what to look for to ensure your children are using smartphones, devices, and 
technology responsibly will also be discussed. The presentation is open to the parents of all district students and 
will be held on March 7th at 6:30 p.m. in the Auditorium.   
 
The district continues to acknowledge and support students and families who have faced many challenges over the 
past few years. Mental and emotional support is offered and supplied to students through a variety of avenues.  
Teachers support students daily in the classroom.  In addition, the district has a Student Assistance Program (SAP) 
and additional support can be coordinated through the SAP team.  The guidance counselors, school social worker, 
and school-based therapist are available to support students as needed. If you feel your child needs additional 
mental and/or emotional support,  please contact the district at 814-926-4688.    
 
As always, please continue to visit our website www.rockwoodschools.org for more news and student information.  
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Thank you, 
Mrs. Misty L. Demchak 
 Jr./Sr. High School Principal 
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RASD Events and Information 

 

March 

9 & 10  Kindergarten Registration   

10 & 11  District Musical 

April 

5  Early Dismissal (pending use of snow days) 

6  Snow Make Up Day (if needed) 

7 & 10  Easter/Spring Break 

26  Honor Society Induction Ceremony 

27  H.S. Band Concert 

May 

2   Elem. Chorus Concert  

6  Prom 

9  High School Chorus Concert 

22  Scholar’s Reception 

26 - 29  Senior Trip  

29  Memorial Day - No School 

June   

2  Graduation (tentative) 

2  Last Day of School (tentative) 
 

(Dates are tentative and subject to change)  

Barclay, Alex 

Beahr, Luke 

Beckner, Morgan 

Boden, Dalton 

Bowers, Chloe 

Bowers, Meghan 

Brant, Abigail 

Brumbaugh, Isaiah 

Burnsworth, Brady 

Chidester, John 

College, Joseph 

Conn, Jaquael 

Coveccia, Davide 

Croushore, Bena 

Felesky, Jonathan 

Floyd, Abygail 

Foy, Zeke 

France, Cody 

Fundis, Levi 

Fundis, Wyatt 

Gary, Caleb 

Goller,  Isaac 

Gould, Finnleigh 

Griffith, Jacob 

Grimes, Caleb 

Handwerk, Caleb 

Harrold, Allison 

Hinzy, John 

Holthaus, Jesica 

Holthaus, Kayli 

Hostetler, Emily 

Hunt, Alyssa 

Hutchinson, Kelly 

Hutchison, Logan 

Keller, Colton 

Keller, Jacob 

King, Lukas 

King, Nathan 

Klink, Todd 

Latuch, Luke 

Latuch, Will 

Lishia, Kylee 

Long, Katelyn 

Lytle, Payge 

Mathias, Grant 

Mazer, Brayden 

Miller, Carson 

Miller, Nicholas 

Mitchell, Brandon 

Mitchell, Matthew 

Newbaker, Candra 

Owens, Anna 

Pelliccione, Jayden 

Pletcher, Carissa 

Purbaugh, Jadyn 

Ream, Charlotte 

Reilly, Ireland 

Revello, Joseph 

Rock, Josiah 

Romesberg, Trinity 

Sanner, Maddox 

Sanner, Steven 

Saylor, Dakota 

Slope, Aubrey 

Stevanus, Morgan 

Trimpey, Dezaray 

Trimpey, Kayla 

Ulderich, Landon 

Willkow, Brody 

Wilson, Tylor 

Zhvania, Giorgi 

Proudly Presents:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 10 - 7:30 P.M.         March 11 - 7:00 P.M. 
  
Do You Wanna Dance? is a musical romp featuring all 

of your favorite songs from the past decades combined 

with an uplifting and inspiring story.  
 

Bust a move and shake your groove thing with the 

folks of SnapHappy, Ohio, as they fight the power 

against the dreaded “dance tax.”  
 

Singing and dancing is what draws everyone to the 

town of SnapHappy, Ohio, in May of 1995 to meet 

Mayor Pete’s new wife, Mona Lightfoot. But after she 

literally pulls the plug on the May Day celebration, the 

politics of dancing start to take the snap out of happy. 

Delaney, Chad, Lucas, Emma and all of the SnapHappy 

kids are shocked when they hear that a new “dance 

tax” has been levied on anyone who dances in town.  

While their “boogie down” parents try to cope with the 

new tax, all of the kids come together and take a stand.  

 

TICKET PRICES:    $5 - Adults    $2 - Students 

Please contact Susie Branam 

 at 814-442-5385 or 

smbranam1@icould.com  

to order tickets in advance,   

or you may purchase  

tickets at the door. 
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RASD Welcomes New Faculty and Support Staff 

Mr. Jeffrey Doman - School Police Officer 

Mr. Doman was born and raised in the South Hills of Pittsburgh, PA. After graduating high school, he enlisted in 

the United States Air Force, where he held the position of Security Police. After serving four years, he was 

honorably discharged. In 1986, Jeff was hired by the Pennsylvania State Police. Upon completing the academy, he 

was stationed in Somerset, working within the patrol and crime units. Jeff was promoted to Corporal in November 

of 1998. After serving at several different stations, he ultimately returned to Somerset to fill the role of Supervisor 

in the patrol and criminal investigation units. In March 2008, Jeff was promoted to Sergeant of the Criminal 

Investigation Unit in Meadville until his retirement. Following retirement, he established a private investigation 

company and coached both the girls’ tennis team and the rifle team at Rockwood. In January 2012, Jeff was hired 

by the Somerset County District Attorney’s Office and worked there until 2020. He was informed about the 

district advertising for the position of a School Police Officer and applied for the job. Jeff is extremely familiar 

with the responsibilities associated with the role and has already established himself as a valuable member of the 

staff. He demonstrates leadership and problem-solving and has made a positive connection with our students.   

Mrs. Kristie Snyder - Elementary Paraprofessional 

Mr. Connor Pielmeier - Secondary Social Studies Teacher 7-12 

Connor is a recent graduate of Hollidaysburg Area School District. Upon graduation, he attended 

Mount Aloysius College , where he obtained his Bachelors Degree in History and Political Science. 

Connor aims to make a positive impact on our students in the same way his teachers influenced 

him. His goal in teaching is to help prepare and develop students for their future. He wants them to 

feel comfortable in the classroom and create the desire for them to learn and be confident in 

themselves. Connor’s ability to connect with students makes him a significant asset in the district.  

Ms. Amber Cane - Instructional Special Education 

Paraprofessional 

Mr. Raymond France -  

Maintenance/Custodian 

Ray is a recent graduate of Rockwood. 

He was hired in August 2022. Ray’s 

reliability and desire to learn new skills  

continues to make him an  immense 

asset in the Maintenance Department. 

Rockwood Area School District Employment Opportunities:   
 

The district actively seeks and accepts applications for the following substitute positions:  
 

  * Substitute Teachers      *  Substitute Custodians     * Substitute Nurses      * Substitute Instructional Aides 
 

Please call 814-926-4688 to discuss information and requirements on becoming a substitute.  
 

Please Note: Coaching applications are accepted for each sport for a two-week window after  

completion of the final competition (regular and/or playoff game, whichever is later).  

Please contact the Athletic Director for information regarding coaching positions. 
 

All RASD employment opportunities and applications can be found on our website www.rockwoodschools.org 

Mr. Garrett Jano - 

Maintenance/Custodian 

Garrett is a Rockwood resident. He 

joined the Maintenance Department in 

August 2022. He has been a great 

addition due to his willingness to learn 

and good work ethic.  

Kristie is a former graduate and current 

resident of the Rockwood Area School 

District. She was hired in August 2022. 

Kristie has years of experience working 

with children. Her focus is centered on 

supporting student growth. Kristie has 

been a great addition to the district.  

Amber is a recent graduate of the 

district. She was hired in October 2022 

and enjoys working with children. Her 

goal is to make a positive impact on each 

student she interacts with. Her desire to 

help others makes her a valuable asset.  
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Spotlighting Student Activity 

( cont. page 8) 

During the fall semester, Rockwood FFA students 
kept busy and were very productive. They paired up 
with the preschool class to teach the preschool 
students about the trees of Pennsylvania. The 
preschool students forged a memorable relationship 
with their new “nature buddies.”    

FFA students, along with Mrs. Sharon Clapper, participated in 
several “learning by doing” expeditions, which included visits 
to the O’Brien’s Dairy Farm, Cloverdale Farm, and Friend’s 
Stockyard. Students were given an opportunity to see how  

Rockwood FFA is excited about the spring semester. Students will be busier than ever before! Eleven Rockwood 
FFA students recently received their Keystone Degree at the PA Farm Show Mid Winter Convention. This degree 
is the highest degree a student can receive for FFA in the state of Pennsylvania. Students had to participate in two 
credits of agriculture courses, successfully complete an SAE project book with 300 hours in a project or have 
productively invested $1500, have a 2.0 GPA, complete 25 hours of community service, and complete five chapter 
level and ten above chapter level competitions, events, or workshops. Congratulations to these hard working 
students and their amazing achievements! 

Students who received their degree (front L to R) are: Connor 

Weimer, Emma Pletcher, Cameron Goodyear; (back L to R): PA 

Acting Education Secretary, Eric Hagerty, Riley Weimer, Travis 

Saylor, Elizabeth Haer, Emily Hutchison, Levi Fundis, Isaiah 

Brumbaugh, PA Secretary of Agriculture, Russell Redding.     

(not pictured: Zeke Foy and Makayla Peck).   

This spring, FFA will continue to grow channel catfish 
and rainbow trout in the ag room. Students are 
involved in all aspects of the animal rearing process 
and will release the fish with the PA Fish and Boat 
Commission. The rainbow trout will be released into 
the Little Piney Run, and the catfish will go to 
Somerset Lake. Students were involved in building fish 
habitats in the spring of 2022 and will most likely build 
more this spring. FFA members are excited for 
upcoming competitions and events and look forward 
to a productive spring!   

Rockwood FFA (Future Farmers of  America) 

animals work on the farm and how farmers and producers buy and sell products at auction. Rockwood FFA would 
like to recognize and thank the PA Farm Bureau, the Allied Milk Producers, and the hosts for allowing FFA 
members to attend and for providing the students with an amazing opportunity. In regards to FFA competitions 
and events, 35 students competed in the Fall Skills Career Development Event at SCTC, and FFA officers 
attended the County Leadership Workshop. Several students showed interest in becoming officers in the future. 
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( Spotlighting Student Activity cont.) 

Johnstown Tomahawks Visit  

Rockwood Elementary 
 

Elementary students participated in the 

Johnstown Tomahawks Read to Succeed 

Program. Students read a combined total of  

595 books, placing Rockwood in second 

place! Several Johnstown Tomahawk players 

visited RASD elementary classrooms on 

January 17, 2023, to promote reading and  

High School Students Visit Allegheny General Hospital 

On December 21, 2022, students traveled with Mrs. Sarah 
Pletcher to Allegheny General Hospital (AGH) to observe a live 
open heart surgery. Students, from left to right, include: Dustin 
Dran, Chloe Bowers, Alyssa Hunt, Bena Croushore, Aby Floyd, 
and Luke Latuch. AGH provides this experience via a 360 
degree observation deck that overlooks the operating room.  
The room also contains a video stream from a camera attached 
to a light over the chest cavity. This allows the students to see a 
close up view of staff working on the heart. The room is filled 

with diagrams for students to examine. A hospital staff member is not regularly assigned to the room to explain 

and answer questions; however, Claire Dovyak explained what was going to happen, and Dr. Bailey answered 

many questions. He answered questions related to the professional staff that was in the operating room, their 

education level, and their specific profession. Students also had the opportunity to witness a bypass surgery, where 

an individual underwent bypass surgery using veins from the legs. Students saw the extraction of multiple veins, 

the prep of them and the heart, and the attachment. There were over eight professionals in the operating room.  

This year marks the complete restart of FBLA activities following the 2020 pandemic and a limited return last year. 
In January, FBLA students traveled to the annual Region 17 Leadership Conference (RLC) for the first time since 
2019. FBLA members received placements and awards for their competitive performances and testing events. All 
participants did an excellent job representing our district. Eighteen members will advance to the State Leadership 
Conference (SLC) that will be held in Hershey, PA in April. This year, the FBLA region officers were Abygail Floyd 
and Emily Hostetler, who passed the torch onto Chloe Weaver. Chloe will serve as the Region 17 Secretary for the 
2023-2024 school year. FBLA members who advanced are: Adeline Barkman, Julianne Barto, Sydney Beals, Bena 
Croushore, Victoria Esteban, Abygail Floyd, Jaden Gross, Lillian Hetz, Emily Hostetler, Payge Lytle, Grant 
Mathias, Ruth Mathias, Kalynne Ohler, Carissa Pletcher, Elika Pletcher, Morgan Stevanus, Chloe Weaver, and 
Giorgi Zhvania. Congratulations to all FBLA members who advanced to the SLC, and good luck to all who will be 
pursuing a placement at the National Leadership Conference this summer in Atlanta, GA!  

learning. The team posed with the reading participants to congratulate them on their second place achievement. 

We are so proud of our little rockets!  

Rockwood FBLA Events and Activities 



9 

 When a student reaches a balance of $2.50 in their account, the cashier will notify the student of their current 

positive balance. 
 

 When a student reaches a debt of five or more meals in their lunch account, the parents will receive a courtesy 

letter from the School Food Service Liaison to inform the parents of their child’s status.  The School Food 

Service Liaison will attach a copy of these procedures and the District’s Food Services Policy to the letter. 
 

 When a student reaches a debt of five or more meals in their lunch account, students will only be able to 

purchase a school food program meal (reimbursable meal).  Additional individual items (extras) and a la carte 

items will not be available for purchase.   However, students may purchase a meal from the a la carte line if the 

meal qualifies as a school program meal. 
 

 When a student reaches a negative $25.00 balance, a formal letter will be sent home by the School Food 

Service Liaison.  This letter will inform the parents that unless the balance is corrected, a meeting with the 

building principal and the School Food Service Liaison will be requested.  Additionally, further action may 

result with the local magistrate. 
 

If a student is not eligible for free or reduced-price school meals under federal school meal programs and the 

student's school meal account reaches a negative balance of more than $50.00 in a school year, the district may 

provide the student with alternative meals instead of school food program meals until the unpaid balance in the 

student's school meal account is paid or a payment plan has been established with the district to reduce the unpaid 

balance. 
 

 NOTE: STUDENT LUNCH ACCOUNT BALANCES CANNOT BE ACCESSED THROUGH POWERSCHOOL. 

TO ACCURATELY TRACK YOUR CHILD’S LUNCH TRANSACTIONS,  

YOU MUST USE THE PAYFORIT SYSTEM.  THANK YOU 

Rockwood Area School District - Student Lunch Policy 

The district permits students to incur reasonable charges for school meals. In an 
effort to ensure the effective operation of the district’s food service program, the 
district establishes the following procedures for student payment of school meals.  

 

1. Never run after the school bus if it has already left the bus stop. 

2. Be aware - cross with care! Wait until the school bus has stopped all traffic before stepping onto the road. 

3. Talk quietly; do not distract your school bus driver. 

4. When waiting for the bus, stay away from traffic. Line up at least five giant steps away from the curb or the 

roadway to wait for the bus. 

5. Get to the school bus stop five minutes early so you won't have to run across the road to catch the bus. 

6. When the school bus is moving, always stay in your seat. Never put your head, arms, or hands out the 

window. 

7. Never cross the street behind the school bus. 

8. If you leave something on the bus or drop something outside of the bus, never go back for it. The driver 

may not see you and begin moving the bus. 

9. If your school bus crosses railroad tracks, be calm and quiet so that your driver can listen for a train. Always 

obey your school bus driver's instructions so that he or she can make safe decisions. 

10. Never push when getting on or off of the school bus. 

The Importance of  School Bus Safety 

As we look towards the end of the school year, it’s important to keep bus safety in our 

minds. With our schedules filling up and the weather getting nice, it’s common for 

safety practices to go by the wayside when we’re in a hurry. These 10 rules from the 

PA Department of Transportation are a reminder to all students when riding the bus:  
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Guidance Information & Student Services  

High School Guidance Information 
 

PSSA: PSSA spring testing dates are as follows: (note: elementary and high school testing dates may differ) 
 * English Language Arts: April 24 - 28: Grades 3 through 8  
 * Math: May 1 - May 12: Grades 3 through 8 
 * Science: May 1 - May 12: Grades 4 and 8 
 

Keystone Testing: The testing window for the Keystone exams is May 15 - 26. The exams are in the areas of: 
Biology, Literature and Algebra I. Testing is for students who are currently enrolled in those classes and for 
students who did not score proficient or above during the December Keystone testing.  
 

Parent cooperation throughout the state assessments is greatly appreciated. It is important that all 
students who are required to take the PSSA and Keystone exams are present during testing dates. Please 
keep these dates in mind when scheduling appointments/vacations. Detailed information regarding state 
assessments will be sent home closer to the testing dates.  
 

Seniors:  Please view the Student Services webpage (under the “Departments” tab) on the RASD website, 
www.rockwoodschools.org, for college and scholarship information. Students planning to attend post-secondary 
education should have completed the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). If you have not done 
this, please complete the application ASAP. Please direct all transcript requests to Shanda Pletcher at 
sjpletcher@rockwoodschools.org or by calling 814-926-4688 ext. 1127. Transcripts can take several business days 
to complete. Please stop in the Guidance Office regularly for scholarship opportunities or if you have any 
questions.  
 

SATs: SATs will be given at the Rockwood Area School District on March 22, during the school day. Interested 
seniors may sign up. They will be responsible for the cost of the test, which is $60.00. In addition, all juniors 
enrolled in CP English 11 will take the SAT on this date. Other interested juniors are eligible to take the test as well. 
There is no fee for juniors to take the test. Please sign up in the Guidance Office.  
 

Financial Aid Events: College bound students should be looking into colleges and admission criteria. A PHEAA 
representative will be giving a Financial Aid presentation in Mrs. Walker’s classroom on May 3, at 6:00 pm that 
will cover financial aid, scholarships, and grants and discuss what parents and students need to do now to prepare 
for completing the FAFSA in the fall of their senior year. The target audience is for parents of current juniors; 
however, parents of all grade levels are invited to attend. The PHEAA representative will return on September 14, 
to give the same presentation for those parents who weren’t able to attend in May. They will return again on 
October 25, to assist parents (Class of 2024) with completing the FAFSA. Information on both events will be 
provided closer to the actual dates.   
 

Sophomores & Freshmen: Remember to stay on track with educational credits. In order to attend the Somerset 
County Technology Center, students must have successfully completed seven credits during their freshman year. 
Once enrolled in SCTC, students must successfully complete the four core courses to remain in the program.  
 

7th & 8th Grade: Please remember to check your grades on a regular basis, and reach out to your teachers if you 
need assistance or tutoring. Students who fail two or more core subjects will repeat the grade level the following 
year.  All 8th grade students will tour programs offered at SCTC in the fall of their 9th grade year. All interested 
students will return to SCTC in December to spend time in two programs of interest.  Applications for admission 
are submitted in December of the 9th grade year (for enrollment beginning the 10th grade year).  
 
Grades 7 - 11:  All students will be completing their scheduling forms for next year. Each student will bring home a 
scheduling sheet that needs to be signed by a parent/guardian. Please keep in mind, students are required to earn 26 
credits between their 9th-12th grade years. It is the responsibility of each student to ensure that their yearly credit 
requirements (at least seven per school year) are being met. If you have any questions regarding your child’s 
schedule for next year, please contact the Guidance Office at 814-926-4688.  
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“Notes” From The Nurse 

Offer Variety 
Include choices from each food group – fruits, vegetables, grains, protein foods, and dairy in meals and snacks 
during each day. 
 

Make Good Nutrition Easy 
Designate a shelf or a drawer in your fridge for your kids. Stock it with cut up fruits and vegetables, yogurt, nut 
butters, and whole-wheat mini bagels and crackers. 
 

Think About Their Drinks 
Make water and low-fat or fat-free dairy milk easy options to grab in your home. Have ready-to-go containers filled 
in the fridge to take on the go.  
 

Get Kids Involved 
Depending on their age, kids can help assemble, measure, and scoop food items. Let them create and name their 
own dish. 
 

Have A Shopping Buddy 
Let kids participate in grocery shopping online or in the store. Reward them by letting them choose their favorite 
healthy food or even a new one. 
 

Connect At Mealtime 
Eat meals together whenever possible. Turn off the TV and put away phones and tablets so you can “unplug” and 
focus on healthy foods and each other. 

Healthy eating is important at every age. Healthy snacks help manage 
kids' hunger and boost nutrition. Snacks may help prevent overeating 
at meals. And for picky eaters of all ages, snacks are a chance to add 
more nutrients to their diets. Keep portions snack-sized.  
 

The best snacks are low in sugar, fat, and salt. Fresh fruit and 
vegetables, whole grains, low-fat dairy, and protein foods are all good 
choices. An occasional treat is fine, but serve healthy snacks most of 
the time. 

Healthy Snacks for Children 

When choosing foods and beverages, select options that are full of nutrients and limited in added sugars, saturated 
fat, and sodium. These tips may help: 

Rebekah Marietta, MSN, CSN, RN 
Certified School Nurse 

Berry Smoothie:  
Ingredients for 4 servings: 
 

2 cups (60 grams) of fresh spinach 
2 cups (300 grams) of frozen berries of your choice 
1 cup (240 ml) of plain yogurt 
1 cup (240 ml) of milk, or almond milk if you prefer 
1 tablespoon (20 grams) of honey 
 

Directions: Add all ingredients to a blender and blend 
until smooth. 

Banana Oat Cookies 
Ingredients: 
 

3 ripe bananas, mashed 

1/3 cup (80 ml) coconut oil 

2 cups (160 grams) rolled oats 

1/2 cut (80-90 grams) mini chocolate chips or dried 

fruit 

1 teaspoon (5 ml) vanilla 
 

Directions:  Mix all ingredients in a bowl. Place 

spoonful's of the cookie mixture onto a greased cookie 

sheet and bake for 15-20 minutes at 350°F  

Below are two healthy snack recipes your child can help to prepare, and the whole family can enjoy: 
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From the Elementary Principal’s Office 

(Elem. Principal cont. page 13) 

Children of the Rockwood Area School District,  
who are five years of age by September 1, 2023,  

are eligible to enroll in the Rockwood elementary  
full day kindergarten program. 

 

Registration is scheduled for March 9th and 10th  
 

Parents/guardians must contact Cindy Miller at  
814-926-4688 ext. 1117 ASAP to receive enrollment 

information and begin the registration process.   
 

We are excited about serving your family! 
 

Note: Parents/guardians are reminded to provide  
a list of each child’s immunizations. 

Great things are happening in the elementary school. Students are participating in learning activities and social 
activities that are preparing them to become leaders within our community. This school year has been a great year 
for all involved. The staff and administration would like to thank everyone for their continued support of school 
programs and everyday learning opportunities for our children. Every one of us plays an important part in the lives 
of these students on a daily basis. Children are influenced by family members, teachers, neighbors, coaches, or 
other adults. The positive and encouraging support we supply them will foster success. The focus in the 
elementary is school success through academic, emotional, and social growth. We are hopeful that each family has 
seen their child grow and gain knowledge that will support them throughout their life.  
 

We would like to recognize the accomplishments within the District. On September 16, 2022, the Rockwood Area 
Elementary School was designated as a 2022 Exemplary High Performing National Blue Ribbon School. Only 297 
schools in the nation, and ten in the state of Pennsylvania, received this designation. Our students performed in 
the top 15% in the nation and State during the 2020-2021 school year. Those students performing at such a high 
level are currently enrolled in grades 5 through 8. Congratulations to our children and educators! Our faculty, staff, 
and administration would like to thank the students, parents, guardians, and other community members who 
support each child in their academic experiences. Without the support of our community, this award would not 
have been attainable.  
 

Elementary students have been participating in quality educational experiences within the classrooms. The current 
schedule supports extended learning experiences in reading, mathematics, science (STEM), and social studies.  
Class sizes were reduced in grade levels that demonstrated the largest academic and or behavioral needs. Data was 
used to identify academic needs and instructional strategies implemented to improve academic outcomes for 
students. The teachers, paraprofessionals, and support staff members have worked diligently to close these gaps.  
The implementation of an after school tutoring program, summer course recovery, and daily interventions in the 
classrooms have helped to support student growth. Data from benchmark assessments point to improvements in 
reading and mathematics. 
 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) instruction has been led by Mr. Baker in 4th, 5th, and 6th 
grade. With some adjustments to the schedule, Mr. Baker has been able to meet with these grade levels to develop 
scientific knowledge, incorporate engineering concepts, build mathematical connections, and motivate students to 
learn concepts that prepare them for future experiences. The use of technology, hands-on learning, and research 
has been successful within this program and supports preparation for success in academic areas and careers. Ms. 
Hemminger and Mrs. Miller have supported students in developing reading and math skills. They have worked 
with children from grades 4 through 6 at all levels through the Standard Skills course. 

I would like to thank the students, teachers, Board of 
Directors, Parent Teacher Organization members, and  
the community for their efforts towards maintaining a 
positive school setting. Elementary aged students 
participate in a number of exciting activities throughout 
the year, such as: educational field trips, classroom 
activities, Veteran’s Day assembly, Career Fair, the  
Health-a-Thon, Trunk or Treat, the Geography Bee, 
Scrabble tournament, reading competitions, and a long 
list of other events, all through the support of these 
individuals. These activities allow students to be well 
rounded learners.   
 

Education today is more than academics. Students are 
coming to school with more social and emotional 
needs. Academic needs are met through supplemental 
reading services like Title I, MTSS, remediation periods 
for math and reading, and classroom interventions.   
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(Elem. Principal cont.) 

As the end of the school year approaches, it provides an opportune time to update the com - 
munity on what the Rockwood PTO has accomplished, as well as take a peek at what's to come. 
 

In September, the PTO kicked off with one of its largest events, the annual Health-A-Thon. This event had 
students participating in various outdoor exercises, games, and relays. The result of this annual fundraiser helps to 
provide funds for field trips, new playground equipment, and other fun events planned throughout the year. The 
PTO was able to purchase two new basketball hoops for the playground, as a direct result of this fundraiser. A 
special thanks to all who participated and donated to this event!  
 

PTO held a weeklong Fall Book Fair in October. In addition to fueling our children's desire to read books, we 
were pleased to be able to purchase some new books and new releases for the elementary library. 
 

In November, the PTO supported the 6th grade Christmas craft store event held in the elementary 
gymnasium. The community actively participates in this yearly event and supports local vendors and craftspeople. 
 

The largest fundraiser of the year, the Little Caesars pizza kit sales, was held in February. The PTO would sincerely 
like to thank the community and parents for your support in purchasing items from the students. Funds are used 
to provide prizes for students throughout the year for special events, as well as sponsor Family Fun Night. 
 

As we look forward to spring, we want to announce that the Spring Book Fair will be held the week of March 6th - 
10th. Additional events will occur throughout the remainder of the year. Information will be announced as soon as 
dates and times are confirmed.  
 

The PTO would like to thank all the local businesses that made generous donations to fund the purchase of two 
“Buddy Benches” for the elementary playground. The PTO’s success is largely based on the generosity of the 
community in supporting the fundraisers and local businesses that continue to step forward to fund the 
organization and support the children, staff, and faculty. Thank you for supporting the PTO.  
 

For the most up-to-date information, please reference the Rockwood PTO Facebook page. 
 

Keep in mind, the PTO is ALWAYS looking for new members and for volunteers who wish to help with specific 
events throughout the year. Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 5:00 p.m. in the elementary 
cafeteria.  Please come out and support our students and teachers! 
 

Current Officers:         President - Joanie Pritts                         Vice President - Ami Miller 
                                    Secretary - Kristi Burkett                       Treasurer - Chasity Davis 

The social and emotional side of child development has to be a focus within the home and then supported 
through programs at school. Our programs include a positive behavior support plan known as the “Leaders of 
Tomorrow” that looks at good behaviors in the school environment and rewards students for their efforts with 
honor citations. Students also receive support related to school, friendship, bullying, growth mindset, emotional 
health, and self-confidence through lessons taught by the school guidance counselor and social worker once 
throughout a six day learning cycle. Interventions and further discussions are being supplied to grade levels and 
students when a need is identified.   
 

I would like to invite parents and community members that have comments, concerns, or questions to contact me 
for assistance. My office door is always open. I am here to support our children and community so all individuals 
are successful. Education is not just the duty of the school; we need to work together to support our children.  
Children learn through observation and practice. Each day is precious and important to reaching goals. I would 
like to thank each of you for your continued support of our children. 
 

Yours in education, 
Mr. Jonathan Hale 
Elementary Principal 



14 

Rockwood Area School District 

Hall of Fame Nomination Form 

2022-2023 
 

Criteria: 
 A Rockwood  High School graduate of at least five years 

 Achievement of excellence as recognized by peers and/or media 

 Fields of excellence: 

 Letters and Humanities 

 Arts 

 Athletics 

 Science 

 A significant contribution to the health, welfare and/or freedom of the local, national or world 

community. 
 

Awardees will be honored at the annual high school awards assembly in June, and their name will be added 

to a permanent plaque in the school. All nominations will remain on file for five years and can be 

reconsidered.  If you would like to nominate someone, please complete the nomination form below and 

return it no later than April 14, 2023 to: 
 

Rockwood Area School District 

Attn: Sherry/Administration Office 

439 Somerset Avenue 

Rockwood, PA  15557 
 

  

Name of Nominee:                             Phone#:   

 

Address:   

 

 

 

RAHS graduating class of (enter year):  

 

Field(s) of excellence (please mark all that apply): 

□ Letters and Humanities 

□ Arts 

□ Athletics 

□ Science 

□ A significant contribution to the health, welfare and/or freedom of the local, national or world 

community. 

 

*Please include a brief summary of the above nominee’s achievements on a separate page. 

 

Nominated by:                                  Phone#: 

 

Address: 
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2023 ATHLETIC SCHEDULES 

JV/Varsity  

Boys & Girls Track 
 

Apr. 

5  Berlin / Blacklick Valley 

 @ Windber 4:00pm  

12  Shade 

 @ Windber 4:00pm 

19  @ Con. Twp. 4:00pm 

26 Blacklick Valley 

 @ Meyersdale 4:00pm 

May 
10 WestPAC Championship  

 @ Con.Twp. 3:00pm 

Varsity Softball 
 

Mar. 

20 Fannett-Metal 4:30pm 

24  @ Bishop Walsh 4:30pm 

28  Salisbury 4:30pm 

30  @ Berlin 4:00pm 

31  @ Windber 4:30pm 

 

Apr. 

3 Turkeyfoot  4:30pm 

4 @ Meyersdale 4:30pm 

11 @ Con. Valley 4:30pm 

13 Shade  4:30pm 

20 Berlin  4:30pm 

24  @ North Star 4:30pm 

25  @ Salisbury 4:30pm 

27 Meyersdale 4:00pm 

29  Spring Classic 

 @ Portage TBD 
 

May 
1 @ Ferndale 4:15pm 

2 @ Turkeyfoot 4:30pm 

4 Blacklick 4:00pm 

9 @ Shade 4:30pm 

12 Bishop Walsh 4:30pm Jr. High  

Boys & Girls Track 
  

Apr.  
20  Meyersdale  

 @ Berlin 4:00pm 

 

 

 

*** REMINDER *** 
 

For everyone’s safety,  

  NO pets allowed on  

school property 

(except service animals) 

 

Thank You! 

Varsity Baseball 
 

Mar. 
20 Fannett-Metal 4:30pm 

24  Meyersdale 4:00pm 

28  Salisbury 4:30pm 

30 @ Berlin 4:00pm 
 

Apr. 
3 Turkeyfoot  4:30pm 

4 @ Meyersdale 4:30pm 

11 @ Con. Valley 4:30pm 

13 Shade  4:30pm 

18 @ Shanksville 4:30pm 

20 Berlin  4:30pm 

24  @ North Star 4:30pm 

25  @ Salisbury 7:00pm 

27 Curve Classic 12:30pm 

28 Curve Classic 12:30pm 

29 Curve Classic 12:30pm 

  

May 
1 @ Ferndale 4:15pm 

2 @ Turkeyfoot 4:30pm 

4 Blacklick 4:00pm 

9 @ Shade 4:30pm 

11 Shanksville 4:30pm 

 

Jr. High Softball 
 

Mar. 
30 Berlin  4:00pm 

 

Apr. 
4 Meyersdale  4:00pm 

11 Con. Valley 4:30pm 

18 Shanksville 4:00pm 

20  @ Berlin 4:00pm 

21  @ Con. Valley 4:15pm 

24  North Star 4:30pm 

28  @ Meyersdale 4:30pm 

 

May 
1 Ferndale  4:00pm 

3 @ Ferndale 4:15pm 

11 @ Shanksville 4:30pm 

(all schedules are tentative 

and subject to change) 

Jr. High Baseball 
 

Mar. 
30 Berlin  4:00pm 

 

Apr. 
4 Meyersdale  4:00pm 

11 Con. Valley 4:30pm 

18 Shanksville 4:00pm 

20 @ Berlin 4:00pm 

21  @ Con. Valley 4:15pm 

24  North Star 4:00pm 

28 @ Meyersdale 4:30pm 

 

May 
1 Ferndale  4:00pm 

3  @ Ferndale 4:15pm 

11  @ Shanksville 4:30pm 
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Mrs. Ashley Baker 

Mrs. April Hutchison 
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Elem. Principal 
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Rockwood Area School District 

439 Somerset Ave. 

Rockwood, PA  15557 

School Phone Numbers 
 

High School Office           814-926-4688 Opt. 3 

Elementary Office    814-926-4688 Opt. 4  

Administration Office        814-926-4688 Opt. 5  

Guidance/Student Services 814-926-4688 Opt. 6 

IT/Computer Dept.   814-352-4269 

Metz—Food Service Dept. 814-926-4688 ext. 1111 

 

Visit us on the Web 
www.rockwoodschools.org  

 

Following is a partial listing of information and  

links that can be found on our website: 

Cafeteria Menus 

Cafeteria Balances - PayForIt Program 

Contact Information 

Forms & Downloads 

Guidance Office Information 

Lesson Plans for Teachers 

Parent Notification System - School Messenger 

School Board Meeting Info. 

School Calendars 

Sports Scores and Schedules 

Student Grades & Attendance - PowerSchool 
 

If you haven’t visited our site yet,  

please take a few moments to check it out.  


